Georgia Science Supervisor Association 
August 29, 2011 
Monthly Minutes
Oakwood Digital Academy

1560 Joyner Avenue

Marietta, Ga. 30060

Cobb County 
9-2pm
Attendance:

1. Melinda Roberson-Rockdale County
2. Kelly Barrow-Rockdale County
3. Sally Cobb- Cobb County
4. Juan Carlos Agulaira DOE
5. Sally Creel- Cobb County
6. Owen Ogletree- Walton County
7. Sean Nichols- Fisher 
8. George Stickel- Southern Polytech
9. Sharon Boyer-Faytette County
10. Dawn Hudson- Paulding County
11. Susan Reinhardt-Tifton County
12. Kelly Price- Forsyth County
13. Lisa Alexander- Fulton County

14. Chip Johnson-Clayton County

15. Malakia Wright-Clayton County

16. Debbie Stuckey-GYSTC
17. Don White- Coweta County
18. Deneen McBean-Warrner- Dekalb
19. Ann Williams- Bibb County
20. Terry Hays- NW RESA
21. Greg  Bailey–Whitfield County

22. Donna Barrett-RESA 

23. Jo-ne Bourassa- Bibb County

24. Lane Onindele -Metro RESA (School Improvement Specialists)

25. Steve Rich- GYSTC

26. Tom Brown- Cobb County

27. Christopher Robinson- Dekalb County
28. Kimberly Emanuel- Henry County

29. Carol Stephens- Fulton County

· Sharon gave a report of our financial status $15,772.00 (rates paying 0.05%) balance in our service account. $7,253.00 in the checking account. GSSA dues are $20 How much money do we need to have liquid and what do we spend this money on? Sharon is interested in looking on finding accounts that pay better interest rates.
· Sean gave a report about FISHER and the projects the company is working on with school systems. FISHER offers free lab safety trainings and he gave all members handouts related to discounts and AP programs.  

· Juan Carlos addressed several questions:
· AYP-hold harmless year- the AMO will be released end of September but is projected to be (3-5 all student population baseline for 20%) 69% 
· Middle school AMO will be around 61%

· Georgia has put a group together to submit a wavier for AYP- the federal government has indicated that they are considering some of these waivers. Schools will be measured by all academics areas not just math and English. By state law, graduation state test is no longer valid. No funding available for other science EOCT tests besides physical science. Schools receive points for students taking physics and advance science courses under current program (academic index).
· Becky Chambers at the DOE there may be funds for free- and reduced students. There are no funds for AP students taking AP exams

· STEM Festivals-October two-day event (Gwinnett Math Science School; and Houston County High School; Ware County High School)- all three events are full! Kids come into the schools visiting STEM exhibits hands-on events with 15-20 presentations.  
· Dr. Gilda 32-42 metro area teacher for two weeks participated in workshops from companies and industries to develop units on integrated math science, technology lessons for teachers use. TAG (Technology and Government) will coordinate this effort with DOE
· The web address is live on www.georgiastandard.org There is a link from this site that will get you to Get STEM will allow teachers to write notes to industry asking for resources and industry will be able to reply in real-time. Companies will be able to say “we have 20 microscopes, who want it”! This is an exciting resource that needs to be maintained
· State assessment data- RESA share at the school level- Some districts have more access to data than others…what is the common protocol? SLDS? Where do you access SLDS? Must go through your student information system. Contact your data coordinator for access-
· Graduation requirement updates- Class of 2011 must have 4 sciences….there are no .5 of science any more! AP Biology instead of Biology is okay but not recommended by DOE or College Board. Required to take Physic or Physical Science; physical science taken for high school should be taught in high school by certified high school teacher; Chemistry 
· CTAE courses (Biotechnology courses) are acceptable as 4th science- secondary set useful for technical degree or two year college
· True freshmen (2011-2012)-pass the class that has the EOCT; EOCT counts 20% not the test.  

· Next Generation Science Standard- Partners with Achieve in developing the Standards. That decision will be made soon. As we develop the standards, we will follow the model in place. We are not changing the curriculum until the standards are finished. That will not happen until the end of 2012. Groups will be formed in Georgia in March 2013 to look at GPS- to submit alignments to State Board. 2014-2015 will be year to train. 2015-2016 will be implementation year. Assessments will not change until 2015-2016!
· Only thing available currently is the framework- disregard all other information at this time. 

· Common Core Literacy Training for all Teachers emphasize how to read the textbooks, how to write a lab report- eliminate standard #9. 

· Innovation grant round 2- solicitation see George Sickel for more information.
· Steve Rich has brochures from GYSTC brochures for the group. He also gave bags to the teachers. There is a teacher boot-camp also. Follow-up session in June 2012. 
· GSTA- Kelly Price presented information related to GSTA conference.

· Membership service has been updated. The new website is www.georgiasciteacher.org live and easier to navigate- conference is in Atlanta at the Hyatt. The conference is in one building-100% online registration is required this year. The teachers needs to register online and the person who paying needs to submit one invoice with all teachers’ names. 
· Conference dates February 16-18th. Friday awards will be at the Aquarium again. Proposals to present will be accepted until September 30th
· Two hour sessions Thursday
· Fridays 50 minute sessions
· Will allow credit-card payment
· $100 registration fee; $50 one day registration fee
· Saturday no exhibitors

· GSTA AWARDS

· GSTA awards applications available through November. 

· GSTA “Teacher of Promise” (less than 5 years of teaching)

· GSTA mini-grants

· Continuing Education 

· Science Quest Grants

· Science Student Adventure Scholarship (Summer internship)

· Science Administrator of the Year

· GSSA strand for Thursday is: “Connecting the Pieces of the AYP Puzzle”
· Connecting the pieces of the AYP puzzle (data, scheduling, time, resources, etc.) teachers bring your own principal to the conference for ½ session and principal comes free. 

· GSTA theme is: “Science Matters”
· Next GSTA conference will be Feb 2014

· NSTA November 1-3, 2012 in Atlanta- Regional Conference (Steve Rich is Conference Chair)
· Environmental, STEM, K-8 Strands

· Proposals to present are due by January 15th, 2012

· Encourage schools to include NSTA in SIP

· Carol spoke about needing a lot of volunteers. 
Science in K-8 Schools- 
Problems

· Time
· Hands-on Resources
· Content knowledge
· Lack of resources
· Lack of background knowledge
· Class sizes
· Myth of highly qualified
· Low test scores
· Tasks not aligned
What’s Working

· Science specialist
· More focused
· AIMS
· Partnerships with college
· Local science conference
· STEM initiatives
In a Perfect Word
· Drive in sessions
· Winter GACIS
· Stipends
· Use of MSP teachers
· Minimum Time of Science
· More teachers in the Dome
· No unfunded Mandates
Possible Session Topics

· Safety

· Support Science Conference

· How Science should look in  3-5 classroom

· Data analysis

· Working with Administrator
Suggestions/Resources
· AIMS

· Museums
· Non-profit

· AAAS

· Projects 21

· Higher –Education

· Probe Ware

· GYSTC

· Flinn (safety certification course)

· Seeds of Science; Roots of Reading- Delta Education (literacy standards) 
· Oakwood Digital Academy- alternative school (choice school) where students enrolled to catch up on credits needed smaller environments, etc. Working with blended learning environment, (similar to NOVANET) students have access to certified content area teachers. The director spoke to the group and shared the evolution of the program. 

· Holly Vida from Pasco (Fancy Pantry) hosted lunch- Holly shared papers published that can be shared with administrators that show when investing in science test scores improve and benefit students overall. 

· Podcast for free and YouTube videos can help teachers learn how to use probe ware. Middle School content Sally Ride-key concepts resources- in addition to current content. Information is applicable and the concepts are developed in depth.
· SparkView software is free for iPad users. Data is collected in three forms. Data is retrieved from iPad via email. 
· Physical Science- STEM technology schools-Pasco has developed STEM activities; students are able to quantify the data and visualize data while engaging in each activity. Biology and Chemistry are complete. 
· Georgia Science Olympiad- Kelly Price spoke about the Elementary Science Olympiad program. The manuals are for sale on the national website for $20-6th edition. Current middle and high school manuals are not available unless your team is already registered. 57 elementary schools have successfully registered already. Southern Poly is working with this program. www.spsu.edu/gaso for more information. 
· Tom Brown mentioned that 64 teams were involved in the event this past year.
· Price is $150- registration, manual through all events- covers state costs

· September 23-24 cost of manual and lunch (training session/bring two colleagues and possibly a PTO member or parent volunteer) 
· October 29th Open invitational - 25-30 teams (experiential not competitive) Forsyth Central High School

Upcoming Meeting and dates: 
· December 5th Coweta at 10am

