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Mr. Richard Woods 

State School Superintendent 

205 Jesse Hill Drive. SE 

Atlanta, Georgia 30334 

Dear Mr. Woods: 

On behalf of The Georgia Science Teachers Association, thank you for meeting with our leadership team last Wednesday.  

This was an excellent follow-up to your conference talk, and we look forward to continuing a productive relationship with 

you and your staff.  GSTA’s mission is to support excellent science teaching for all students in Georgia.  After meeting 

with you, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Jones, and Mrs. Morley I am confident we can all work together toward that mission. 

We are pleased that you will be initiating a review of Georgia’s science standards, we support your plan to conduct a 

thorough assessment of the current standards while drawing on existing models.  As we discussed, the Framework for K-

12 Science Education provides an excellent synthesis of research in science education and represents a valuable starting 

point for evaluating the current standards.  Likewise, the Next Generation Science Standards, which are based directly on 

the Framework and which already reflect the work and input of Georgia teachers, offer an important model of standards 

that will prepare our students for an economy and society that is increasingly dependent on science and technology.   

We recognize the importance of standards that are tailored to the needs of Georgia’s students and teachers.  We are 

confident a revision process that draws on the expertise of Georgia’s K-12 teachers, higher education faculty, and other 

education professionals will result in standards that meet our state’s needs while preparing our students to compete on a 

global level.  We are pleased to offer our assistance both through the revision leadership team and by engaging our 

members in the revision process.  We have communicated with Dr. Aguilar regarding your suggestion that GSTA offer 

representatives to advise the leadership team, and I am attaching our recommendations for your reference.  We have 

identified five outstanding science education professionals who from various levels and perspectives in the K-12 system.   

We also agree with you and your staff that, regardless of what standards are in place, Georgia’s teachers need support, 

opportunities to collaborate, and high-quality professional learning.  Supporting, connecting, and informing our members 

are three of GSTA’s key strategic goals, and we would be pleased to support the state’s efforts in these areas.  To 

demonstrate our capabilities and to give you an opportunity to see the great things that are happening in Georgia’s science 

education community, we would like to invite you, Mr. Spencer, Mr. Jones, and Mrs. Morley to our May 9th Science 

Saturday event in Clayton County.  Along with bringing in a nationally respected science educator in Dr. Joe Krajcik, we 

will be drawing on faculty from Georgia State University, RESA staff, and local teachers to present a daylong workshop 

focused on three-dimensional learning.  This research-based approach calls for students develop their understanding of 

science concepts through engaging investigations that require them to reason as scientists while also connecting those 

concepts to real-world applications.  We will be happy to provide details on the event if you are able to attend. 

We thank you for your time and willingness to meet with us.  GSTA looks forward to working with you in support of 

Georgia science standards that provide the foundation for excellent science education in Georgia. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jeremy Peacock, Ed.D., President Elect 



Recommendations for Georgia Science Teachers Association Representatives for Science Standards Review 

Please find below biographical summaries and contact information for the five science educators we are nominating to 

assist with the review and revision of Georgia’s current science standards.  Each of these professionals is a current or 

former member of our Board of Directors, and they are each leaders for science education in our state.  Collectively, this 

group represents multiple perspectives in terms of grade level, science discipline, classroom and other professional 

experience, and state geography.  Additionally, each of these educators is committed to teaching science in a way that 

engages students in science while providing the foundation they will need to navigate a society and economy that 

increasingly rely on scientific knowledge and reasoning. 

 Brian Butler, High School Science Teacher, Bibb County – Mr. Butler has taught science at the middle and 

high school levels since 2007 in the Bibb County schools.  Presently, Mr. Butler serves as the Department Chair 

at Rutland High School in Macon and teaches AP Physics, Physics, and Physical Science.  Mr. Butler is the 

current Bibb County Teacher of the Year.  Before entering the education field, Mr. Butler served as a 

meteorologist in the United States Air Force.  Mr. Butler has served multiple roles on GSTA’s board of directors 

and is currently the Vice President and incoming President Elect.  Email: brian.butler@bcsdk12.net  

 Patricia Dubose, High School Teacher, Camden County – Ms. Dubose is in her 27th year in education, having 

taught physical science, biology, chemistry, oceanography, and AP environmental science.  Ms. Dubose was a 

science program specialist with GaDOE as we rolled out and implemented the current Georgia Performance 

Standards, served under the leadership of Dr. Stephen Pruitt and Dr. Juan-Carlos Aguilar.  Upon returning to 

Camden County, Ms. Dubose has served as an instructional coach, science teacher, and teacher-leader.  Ms. 

Dubose served on the writing team for Georgia’s current oceanography standards.  Ms. Dubose is a longtime 

member of GSTA and has served the organization in a variety of roles, most recently as a District Director.  

Email: patdubose@camden.k12.ga.us  

 Zoe Evans, Middle School Assistant Principal, Carroll County – Before becoming an administrator in 2012, 

Ms. Evans served as a middle school science teacher in both Florida and Georgia for nineteen years.  Ms. Evans is 

a National Board Certified Teacher in Early Adolescent Science and a Georgia Master Teacher. She is also the 

2005 Georgia recipient of the Presidential Award of Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching.  Ms. 

Evans is a member of the life science writing team for the Next Generation Science Standards, and she continues 

to provide professional learning and implementation support across the country.  Ms. Evans has served as a 

member of the Georgia Department of Education Science Frameworks writing team. She has also been a member 

of the Georgia Science Education Advisory Committee. In addition to her other work, Ms. Evans has held several 

positions on GSTA’s executive board, and is currently the Director of the organization.  Email: 

zoe.evans@carrollcountyschools.com  

 Denise Webb, Elementary Science and Engineering, Forsyth County – Ms. Webb is a National Board 

Certified Teacher who has been teaching for 23 years in grades kindergarten through sixth.  Ms. Webb is a green 

team chair, science and literacy resource teacher, and teacher mentor.  Ms. Webb is GSTA’s Elementary 

Representative, and she serves on boards for the following organizations: ASEE American Society for 

Engineering Education (Elementary Rep), Keep Forsyth County Beautiful (Education Chair and curriculum 

development), Sawnee Mountain Preserve Education Committee (curriculum development).  This spring and 

summer, Ms. Webb will present at Brenau University’s E.L.I.P.S.E. workshop (Experiential Learning and Inquiry 

for Physical Science Educators) and The Think Tank and Conference at Harpeth Hall School through the Center 

for STEM Education for Girls.  Email: dewebb@forsyth.k12.ga.us  

 Nick Zomer, Middle School Science Teacher, Cherokee County – Mr. Zomer is currently in his 12th year of 

teaching and has taught 6th, 7th, and 8th grade sciences, ranging from gifted/advanced levels to inclusion co-taught 

classes.  Mr. Zomer serves as school science department chair and as a teacher representative on numerous district 

initiatives, including STEM unit collaboration. He has served as a GSTA district director and is the current GSTA 

Secretary. He also serves on the PAGE Board of Directors.  Mr. Zomer was a Wal-Mart Teacher of the Year and 

multi-year school Teacher of the Year finalist.  Email: nick.zomer@cherokee.k12.ga.us  

mailto:brian.butler@bcsdk12.net
mailto:patdubose@camden.k12.ga.us
mailto:zoe.evans@carrollcountyschools.com
mailto:dewebb@forsyth.k12.ga.us
mailto:nick.zomer@cherokee.k12.ga.us

